[bookmark: _Toc41848281]Exceptions and Assumptions Instructions and Certification
Respondent must return a signed copy of this form with its Proposal

This Solicitation, inclusive of the draft Contract (see section X, “Contract Documents List”), contains language which incorporates statutory obligations and necessary provisions.[footnoteRef:1] TRS cannot negotiate or vary provisions required by Texas law or TRS policy. TRS has a fiduciary duty to conduct procurements in TRS’ best interests, which involves negotiating contracts towards execution quickly and efficiently. When Respondents assert exceptions and assumptions, contract negotiations can become prolonged and negatively impact TRS’ ability to provide services for its members expeditiously. [1:  TRS reserves the right to include additional terms and conditions if considered in TRS’ best interests.
] 


Respondents should carefully consider whether stating exceptions or assumptions in response to this Solicitation is necessary, bearing in mind that certain exceptions or assumptions may disqualify a Respondent or result in a Respondent not being awarded a Contract resulting from this Solicitation.[footnoteRef:2] Respondents must state any exceptions or assumptions in conjunction with providing their Responses, but should not assume that such exceptions or assumptions will be accepted or recognized by TRS. As to any stated exception, Respondents must propose it by redline using track changes in an unlocked Word document, clearly identifying and stating justification for the exception by comment. As to any stated assumption, Respondents must clearly state the assumption in a comment noted at the appropriate location in the Word document. [2:  The language of certain provisions is required by Texas law and cannot be negotiated. One such provision is the “Foreign Adversaries” term. On November 19, 2024, the Texas Governor issued Executive Order Number GA-48 which requires that any company that submits a bid or proposal to certify that none of its holding companies or subsidiaries is owned by a foreign adversary government. Because this provision is required by Texas law, a Respondent signing this acknowledgment certifies that none of its holding companies or subsidiaries is owned by a foreign adversary government and must make this certification in any Contract resulting from this Solicitation by agreeing to the language of the term ‘as is’ without taking exception and/or making any redlines to the term language.] 


Respondents must certify by signature below that: 1) they agree to all terms and conditions within the scope of this Solicitation or, 2) in the alternative, to the extent exceptions or assumptions are stated, such stated exceptions and assumptions are the only ones that will be made by Respondents during the solicitation and contracting process. The signed certification must be submitted with the Response. Exceptions and assumptions raised by a Respondent after TRS receives the signed certification will not be considered and may result in disqualification of Respondent.

________________________________				__________________
Signature of Authorized Representative				Date Signed
